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DETAILED ACTION 



Specification 

1 . The attempt to incorporate subject matter into this application by reference to DM 
2000 Instruction Manual, published by Yamaha Corporation, is ineffective because of 
the failure to provide a copy of the reference material. Therefore this reference has not 
been considered. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

3. Claims 6, 9 and 11 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
the US patent application publication to Suyama et al. (US 2202/0256547 A1). 

4. In terms of claim 6, Suyama teaches a control method for a mixing system which 
includes a plurality of input ports allocated to input channels and further subjected to 
adjustment and mixing. Suyama also teaches said method comprising a 
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correspondency or patch step between the ports and channels, a name assignment 
step comprising two naming assignments, one providing a short name for the channel 
itself and one for the mixing bus related to the channel and port, and a display step for 
displaying said names (see page 3, paragraph [0044] to page 4, paragraph [0047], page 
5, paragraphs [0058] to [0060] and page 8, paragraph [0095]). 

5. As for claim 9, Suyama teaches of a computer program containing operation 
instructions for causing the computer or CPU to perform said method in claim 6 (see 
page 4, paragraph [0055]). 

6. In terms of claim 1 1 , Suyama again teaches the claimed elements similar to 
claim 6, but as an apparatus and not just a method (see references of claim 6). 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 



7. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

8. Claims 1-5, 7, 8, 10 and 12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Suyama et al. in view of the US patent application publication to 



Kohyama et al. (US 2003/0059066 A1). 
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9. In terms of claim 1 , Suyama teaches a mixing system control method that stores 
a current data set and current scene data, comprising a processing step for controlling 
input signals and mixing them, the ability to change the settings of the data, and a 
scene recall step that further saves or writes the recalled and adjusted scene to the 
storage area (see page 1, paragraphs [0001] and [0013] to [0014], page 4, paragraph 
[0055], page 5, paragraphs [0064] and [0068] and page 6, paragraphs [0071], [0074] 
and [0076]). Suyama does not however teach of a specified range of data and the ability 
to change the settings of such a range. Kohyama teaches of such a specified range 
(see page 6, paragraphs [0070] and [0071]). It would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art, at the time of the invention, to use the teaching of a range of 
data in the similar mixing system of Kohyama, in order to refine the adjustment and data 
changing processes of Suyama. Suyama's invention already posses the abilities to 
make setting changes, recall data and already provides input port and channel 
information to be adjusted so it would have been obvious to add the additional feature of 
a data range for a specific channel to further limit and control the task. 

10. As for claim 2, dependent upon claim 1, Suyama teaches all of the claimed 
elements as disclosed above, in addition to the ability of a user to specify the setting of 
the data and which data is to be recalled or not recalled, or skipped (see page 5, 
paragraphs [0064] to [0069]). Suyama does not however teach of a data range to be set 
or recalled. Again, Kohyama teaches of such a data range (see references of claim 1), 
and it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art, at the time of the 
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invention, to incorporate this data range into the similar invention of Suyama as 
explained above. 

11. As for claim 3, dependent upon claim 1 , Suyama teaches all of the claimed 
elements as disclosed above, including a storage step where the setting data is stored 
in the scene storage area and further saved or written to a current storage region, 
regardless of belonging to a data range (see page 6, paragraphs [0071], [0074] and 
[0076]). Suyama, however, does not teach of a data range as presented in claim 1 , and 
again Kohyama does teach of such a data range to be recalled and changed (see 
references and explanation above). 

1 2. As for claim 4, dependent upon claim 1 , Suyama teaches all of the claimed 
elements as disclosed above, in addition to a computer program containing operation 
instructions for performing said mixing method (see page 4, paragraph [0055]). Suyama 
does not however teach of a data range as stated before, but Kohyama does teach of 
such a data range and the incorporation of such a data range into the similar mixing 
system of Suyama would have been obvious (see above references and explanation). 

13. In terms of claim 5, Suyama again teaches all of the claimed elements as stated 
above in claim 1, along with more specifically providing a memory system to contain all 
the storage regions (see page 1, paragraphs [0001] and [0013] to [0014], page 4, 
paragraph [0055], page 5, paragraphs [0064] and [0068] and page 6, paragraphs 
[0071], [0074] and [0076]), except for addition again of a data range to be set and 
recalled. Kohyama teaches of such a data range (see page 6, paragraphs [0070] and 
[0071]) and again it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art, at the 
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time of the invention, to incorporate said data range into the similar mixing system of 
Suyama to provide the control method with more precision and options for adjustment. 
14. In terms of claim 7, Suyama teaches a control method for a mixing system which 
includes a plurality of input ports allocated to input channels and further subjected to 
adjustment and mixing. Suyama also teaches said method comprising a 
correspondency or patch step between the ports and channels, a name assignment 
step comprising two naming assignments, one providing a short name for the channel 
itself and one for the mixing bus related to the channel and port, and a display step for 
displaying said names (see page 3, paragraph [0044] to page 4, paragraph [0047], page 
5, paragraphs [0058] to [0060] and page 8, paragraph [0095]). Suyama does not 
however teach of a predetermined code for the channels in association with the 
operators provided, that is replaced by the name assignment step. Kohyama, however, 
does teach of a predetermined code for the input channels in association with 
predetermined operators (see page 1, paragraphs [0007], [0009] and [0011], and page 
3, paragraph [0034]). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art, at the 
time of the invention, to incorporate the initial coding of the channels with numbers to 
make the channels more easily accessible to the user to further change or rename the 
channels as required. As mentioned above, the invention of Suyama et al. and 
Kohyama et al. are quite similar in regards the method and process. Both systems have 
input ports patched to channels and further to a mixing process, therefore adding the 
simple numbering code system to the cannels initially as Kohyama teaches and then 
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allowing the user to name and change the channels as Suyama does by first deciding 
on which numbered channel to use would have been an obvious combination. 

15. As for claim 8, Suyama teaches all of the claimed elements, as stated above 
except for the addition of a predetermined code for the port assignments to channels, 
and that code being the first character of the channel name. Kohyama teaches of such 
a code, and said code being a number, therefore the predetermined coded number 
would not only be a single character but the first and only character of the channel 
name. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art, at the time of the 
invention to incorporate this predetermined coding number of Kohyama into the similar 
invention of Suyama for the specified reasons stated above. 

16. As for claim 10, Suyama again teaches all of the above clamed elements 
pertaining to claim 7, including a computer program containing operation instructions for 
performing the said control method (see page 4, paragraph [0055]). Suyama does not 
however teach of a predetermined code, but as stated above, Kohyama does teach of 
such a code (see above explanation). 

17. In terms of claim 12, Suyama again teaches the claimed elements similar to 
claim 7, but as an apparatus and not just a method (see references of claim 7), except 
for the presence of a predetermined code for the input channels. Kohyama again 
teaches of such a code and it would again have been obvious to infuse these two 
similar ideas (see obviousness explanation presented in claim 7). 
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Conclusion 



18. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. US patent to Hammamatsu (6,795,560), and US patent 
application publications to Okabayashi (US 2004/0131209 A1) and Aoki et al. (US 
2004/0073419 A1). 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Christina Russell whose telephone number is 571-272- 
4350. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Fri, 8-4. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, David Martin can be reached on 571-272-2107. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 




„ JWID MARTIN 

OR qiipfrWSORY PATENT EXAMINER 

09/09/2005 S TeSl03Y CENTER 2800 



